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fhe Austrqliqnisqtion
of RoYer
Theinitialdesign was so good it
has withstoodthe ravagesof time,
but the engineershad to test it in
Australiato recogniseits
shortcomings.
by DavidRobertson
T HE ROVER 3500, a car which
I representsa little piece of England
to many of its buyers, has been
"Australianised"
as much . as possible
over the last few years. A team of
engineers from the UK spent weeks
thrashing about the bush last year, subjecting the car to gravel roads, dust and
high temperatures,trying to pinpoint its
weaknesses.
Suspension settings, cooling ability
and noise and dust sealing were just
some of the areasunder test and, while
there are those who would criticise the
Pomsfor taking so long to get around to
it, the fact that they came was tacit
recognitionby a major importer that the
demandsof this market are unique.
It would havebeennice had they done
the samebeforethe SDI replacedthe old
P6-bodiedRover 3500in the late 1970s.
Perhaps that was too much ,to expect
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before Japanese- and European competitionintensified...
The interestingthing, to me, is that the
Rover has grown old so gracefully. It
isn't a new designby any means,yet that
rounded hatchbackstyling remainsfairly fresh and as practicalas ever.
Thereare still someinfuriating aspects
to the car.The steeringwheelisn't round,
for instance,it's oval and its thick rim
and dishedcentrebossdesignis a literal
pain in the hand with prolongeduse.
Its power-assistedrack and pinion
steering,while pretty quick with just 2.7
turns lock to lock, feelstotally dead.You
just guess,until you get used to the car,
what the front wheelsare doing.
The sameholds true for the powered
front disc./reardrum brakes.Thev haul
the big 1958kg grossweightcar up well
enough, but the pedal feels as yielding
and progressiveas a brick.
The all-alloy 3528 cm3 V8 engine is
starting to show its age, too, with noise
levelsunder hard throttle that are simply
too high. It hasn't got louder, competitors' donks have just got quieter or
the aerodynamics and noise, vibration
and harshness standards of their cars
have all beenimproved.
Those are the negatives, but what

about someof the Rover'spluses?
Well, for a start, it's a pretty roomy
and well equipped machine with a
firmish but comfortableride, good road
holding and fairly sportingperformance.
It seemsto be particularly well finished.
Certainly the latest examplesare better
built than they usedto be.
It's sold in two versions,the $31,400
SE and $35.550Vanden Plas.About 800
a year find buyers, who choose them
ahead of the Volvo 760 GLE, Saab
Turbo, Audi 100,BMW 528i or the big
Ford LTD.
They get a good dollop of "fruit" for
their cash or monthly lease payments,
with all models boasting integratedair
conditioning, automatic transmission,
power steering,central locking, electric
windows and door mirrors and good
quality audio gear.The Vanden Plas,in
addition, is fitted with an electric
sunroof, ciuise control, headlight
washersand stylishcastalloy wheels.
The undersquare(88.9mm bore x 7l.l
mm stroke) 3.5-litre V8 (originally, as
most folk knowo a Buick design)
develops106kW power at 5000rpm3nd
245 Nm torqueat 3000rpm and is fed by
a Lucas fuel injection system. With a
compressionratio of only 8.13 to l, it
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will run happily on standardpetrol.
Not much happensunder about 3000
rpm. But it pulls strongly and continuously from then on and againstthe
clock the big Rover is, in fact, no slouch.
The engineis very quiet at idle and its
mid-range performanceand good lowspeedtorque make it usefulfor towing.
The standard three-speedautomatic
gearbox slips neatly and unobtrusively
between gears under normal throttle
loads but gets a bit jerky when the
pressure'son. Ratios are fairly good for
flexibility with a final drive of 3.08to I
giving 38 km,/h per 1000 rpm, which
gives188km,/h at rnaximumpower.
Rover'slive axle with torque tube rear
suspensionincorporatesa hydraulicselflevelling device and it is noticeable,
under hard acceleration,that the back of
the car seemsto rise up insteadof squat
down. MacPhersonstruts with a lower
link and fore and aft location by an antiroll bar are usedat the front.
It is a fairly big car,4698mm long by
1768mm wide and 1382mm tall. The
2815mm wheelbase
and 1506mm wide
tracks front and rear play a significant
part in improving stability and ride
qualityon the road.
Re-tuning of spring and damper
settings has eliminated much of the
thump and bump from the rear suspension encounteredon earlier models.It
still rides fairly firmly, but there'smuch
better ride compliance and comfort
levelson all kinds of surfacesare high.
It sits reasonablyflat through bends,
running wide in mild, easily corrected
understeerat moderate speeds.Pushed
hard it reverts to an oversteerposture,
telegraphingits intentions well in advanceand remainingresponsiveto steering and throttle inputs.
The brake pedal may lack feel but the
power-assisted
ventilatedfront discsand
rear drum braking systemcertainlyhave
the ability to haul the big car up easily

enough and appear to resist fade and
total lock-up. The front brakes always
locked before the rears and the car
remainedstableand easyto control in a
seriesof simulatedemergencystops.
The cabin is a shadelow-roofed and
tall rear seat occupantsnotice it most.
Leg room is good in front and fair in the
back. The big rear hatch (with heated
window and washer,/wiper)lifts on gas
struts to reveal a cavernous, fully
carpetedand trimmed load area that's
fairly deep.If more spaceis neededthe
rear seatback folds flat.
The cabin is plushly finishedwith soft
velour trim on the bucketsand bench of
the standardmodel and rich Connelly
hide on the Vanden Plas. Polishedburr
walnut fasciapanelsand door insertsare
another little touch on the Vanden Plas
that emphasiseits British heritage.Shag
pile footwell rugs complementthe fully
carpetedinterior.
The driving position is a shadelow for
smaller drivers and there's no height
adjustment on the bucket seat. Instrumentationis comprehensive,
easyto
see and read with a large speedometer
and tachometerflankedby gaugesalong
the top of the moulded dash for fuel,
coolanttemperatureand oil pressure.
A seriesof warning lights in a cluster
indicateeverythingfrom low fuel and oil
pressureto low brake fluid, brake line
failure, pad wear and bulb failures.
The Rover has two lockable
gloveboxes, one at the driver's side
under the steeringwheel.
According to official A52077teststhe
Rover 3500uses15 litresper 100km on
the city cycle and 9.5 on the highway
cycle.On testit averaged15.2l/100 km.
All up the Rover is elegant,classically
styledand beautifullyfinished.And now
that it's been beefed up to cope with
Australian conditions it's one which
should prove an even stronger competitor in the $30,000+ market.
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