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ONDA’S HEADLONG

plunge into the big-time as

one of the world’s major

car makers is now virtually
sealed with the release in Japan of its
new executive sedan, the long-
awaited, much-scooped XX Legend.

This car, together with the new
Accord (now considerably bigger than
the old version), the new mid-sized
Quintet five-door hatchback, the
various Civics, the sporting CR-X, the
City and the tiny Today, gives the
company perhaps the most impressive
and logical line-up of any Japanese
car maker. With its plant in the USA,
and its ties with Austin-Rover in
Britain, Honda is now in a position to
press home its product advantage.
Indeed, there are some who see
Honda becoming the second biggest
Japanese car maker — behind only
Toyota — before the end of the '80s.

The good news for Australians is
that we’ll be the first overseas
customers to get the Legend. It’s due
here in May, and at around $35,000 to
$40,000 it seems certain to upset the
established luxury car makers.
Initially, Honda’s planning was to
price the car $5000 cheaper but the
weakness of the Australian dollar has
forced up the planned price.

Just before the flagship sedan
arrives, Honda will also release the
Quintet Integra coupe in Australia.
With its fuel injected 1.6 litre twin
cam four it will come in as a cheaper
line — probably below $20,000 — to
challenge the Celica and Cordia
Turbo while the now two-litre injected
Prelude takes care of the higher-
priced opposition.

Honda’s close ties with Austin
Rover and JRA in Australia mean the
Rover version of the Quintet Integra
— still to be named — will arrive at
the same time as Honda’s. Rover’s
“Integra” will be a five-door sedan to
replace the old version, while the
Rover 600 — not expected here until
February '87 — will be the Legend
rebodied, although under the skin it
will be mainly the same.

Basically the Legend is a big car,
between the Commodore and Falcon
in wheelbase. It is a front-wheel drive
four-door sedan powered by a
transverse-mounted V6 engine that is
offered in either two litre or 2.5 litre
form. The engine is brand new, and
has single overhead camshafts per
bank, operating four valves per
cylinder. The engines differ in both
bore and stroke but feature basically
the same design, a 90 degree V-layout,
with a 30 degree crankpin offset to
produce even firing intervals. The
engine is unusual for Honda in

The Legend takes
Honda’s product
line info the
luxury arena, to
give it the best
spread of all the
Japanese makers

having a short stroke; most Honda
fours have a long stroke. The C20A
two litre version has dimensions of 82
x 63 mm and a capacity of 1996 cm?,
while the bigger C25A has 85 x 72 mm
to give 2493 cm®. The two overhead
camshafts are driven by a single-stage
cogged belt.

In two litre form the engine
employs an intricate variable length
induction system. At low and medium
speeds six long intake tracts supply
air while at higher revs six shorter
tracts come into play adding more air.
Honda claims this gives the engine
good bottom end torque with excellent
high speed power. The 2.5 litre engine
has short, even-length tracts, because
it has inherently more torque across a
broader rev range. Fuel injection is
by Honda’s own digital electronics.

The 2.5 litre engine — which will
be the only version offered in
Australia — develops (in Japanese
tune, which should be identical to
Australia now we run lead-free
engines) 123 kW at 6000 rpm and 210
Nm at 4500 rpm, while the two litre
version develops 108 kW at 6500 rpm
and 167 Nm at 5500 rpm.

Two transmissions are offered, a
five speed manual and Honda’s own
four speed automatic with
electronically-controlled torque
converter lockup.

The suspension follows the general
layout of the Prelude and the new

' Accord, with double front wishbones

and long struts with coil springs,
while at the rear a MacPherson strut
system with separate coil spring
mounting is used, in preference to the
Accord’s unequal-length upper and
lower links. Honda calls it Reduced
Friction Suspension and it is intended
to compensate for body roll by
providing camber changes to keep the
wheels upright during cornering.
Steering is by power-assisted,
speed sensitive, rack and pinion;
braking is by discs all round, the 2.5

litre model having ventilated discs
and Honda’s own four wheel anti-lock
system as an option.

The body, both inside and out, is
typically Honda. It is tastefully
finished but the resemblance to the
new Accord is all too obvious. The
two cars are going to be hard to pick
apart, if photographs are anything to
go by. The Legend, in fact, looks to be
no more than the Accord sedan blown
up one size. It does have mild blister
lines above the wheel arches, but
otherwise it is pure Accord. It’s not
hard to see why Rover felt it needed
to give the car a new outer skin.

The body doesn’t look especially
aerodynamic, but Honda claims a Cd
figure of 0.32 for the Legend. Perhaps
surprisingly the new sedan doesn’t
break Japan’s 1.7 m width limitation
except in the 2.5 litre model and then
it is only because of its more
pronounced wheel arches. So the
Legend isn’t going to be as wide as
most of its European, American and
Australian rivals, with a subsequent
restriction on its comfortable
carrying capacity to just four adults.
Nonetheless, it is a big car in every
other respect, as the following table
indicates. The figures for the Accord
and the Rover 3500 are for
comparative purposes.

Legend Accord Rover
2.5 3500
Wheelbase 2760 mm 2450 2815
Length 4810 4375 4818
Width 1735 1690 1768
Height 1390 1295 1382
Tracks f 1490 1470 1506
2 ) 1470 1506
Weight 1330 kg - 1050 1524
Inside, the cockpit is similar to the
Accord, and equipment levels are
obviously very high. Electrically-
adjustable seats are standard on the
2.5 litre models. The cruise control
switches are located on the steering
wheel; the instruments follow the
Accord in having a large central
speedometer and slightly smaller
tacho on the left, with fuel and water
temperature gauges on the right. Air
conditioning is standard, as are power
windows, central locking and
sophisticated four-speaker sound.
Can a $35,000 Honda compete
against Volvo, BMW and Audi at the
medium end of the luxury car market?

'Honda’s reputation as the most

European of Japan’s car makers, and
the already powerful image of the
Prelude, certainly won't hold the car
back. Only the styling, which has all
been seen before, may be a limiting
factor. At least on paper. O
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