


'OUknow something's

up when the mess-

age comes ... Boss's

office — now.

Pleasantries are
exchanged, your career
reviewed, your work com-
mended, your ego stroked.
Then a pause. Ah, tea. Tea?
Coffee? Biscuit? New car?
Something in the, say, sixty to
sixty-five thousand bracket,
eh. A car of quality, status,
presence. Now, the hard part
Narrowing the short list down
to one.

Start by narrowing the list
down to four, the quartet you
find here. Recent research
tells you there's a new kid in
this class. The Alfa Romeo
164. Released only months
ago, the front drive 164 isn't
just a new Alfa, but a new kind
of Alfa. It seems well worth a
look. So, too, is a car of
another kind and ancther age
— the veteran Volvo 740 Turbo.
Then there is the Legend and
827 Sterling, non-identical
twins by agreement between
Honda and Rover. Despite
sharing some mechanical ele-
ments, they are different cars.

This isn't going to be easy.
All four models bid boldly for
your $64,000 decision.

Being an Alfa, the 164 is a
driver's car. It has that charac-
teristic sporting flair, that usual
Alia ambience. But not in the
old sense. This is an absol-
utely modern machine, with all
the design, refinement and
widened appeal to take the
marque upmarket. The 164, it
seems, is an Alfa that no
serious 60 grand shopper can
ignore. It's virtually new from
the ground up. Only the V6
engine has links with earlier
mndels (the GTV and 75). and
even so, has changed con-
siderably in being enlarged to
3.0-litre capacity and turned
across the car to join a new
transaxle for this, its first front-
drive application.

The Volvo 740 series is as
familiar as the Alfa 164 is fresh.

= The turbo version arrived in
< 1984 (as the then 760 Turbo),
and has been an executive
class stalwart ever since.
There have been progressive
upgradings since, but the
740T remains a comparatively
simple car and, in this class,
the last bastion of live-axle
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ALFA ROMEO 164

Spirited injected engine with beautiful exhaus! note. On
Iwisty roads it’s a joy. Tight, solid chassis
with excellenl responsiveness. Gar has flair, but also
too much torque steer and consequent weave

rear-drive design.

Though not as old as the
Volvo, the Legend and B27 are
well established, too. Stem-
ming from a joint venture
between Honda and Rover,
both versions reached pro-
duction in 1986. The Legend
arrived here that year, the
Raver (then 825) more than 12
months later. Though entirely
individual in styling and
interior design, they at first
shared the same 2.5-litre
drivetrain, running gear and
basic floorpan with only detail
differences. In 1988 both cars
acquired a more powerful
2.7-litre engine and other
improvements, but disagreed
on the rear suspension. Honda
switched to its own “wishbone”
rear-end while Rover stayed
with struts.

PRICES, EQUIPMENT
Though the Rover 827 Sterling
and Volvo 740 Turbo are the
top of their respective ranges,
they, like the 164 and Legend,
are stand-alone models avail-
able only with automatic trans-
mission. If you want a manual
827, it's necessary to go for the
less lavishly endowed Si ver-
sion. The Sterling, however, is
priced at $58,320 which
includes all but the $620
option of metallic paint.

With Volvo, the difference is
even more marked because
the manual Turbo is a high per-
formance model with a more
powerful engine and other dif-
ferences which account for its
higher $65K price. The Turbo
auto lists at $62,820 but the
test car's final figure was
pushed over $67,000 due to
the inclusion of extras.

For Australia, the Legend
and 164 aren't available as
manuals at any price. The lone
Legend lists at $58,300 and
offers no factory options as
such, whereas the sole 164
costs $62,000 with the option
of leather upholstery at $2400
and $1900 electric sunroof.

All four cars’ equipment
levels are commensurate with
their price levels. Apart from
auto trans, each has power
steering, air conditioning,
electric windows, central lock-
ing, alloy wheels, electric mir-
rors, electric antenna
(concealed antenna in the
827) and quality sound sys-

tem as standard. The Legend
and 827 have electric sunrool.
They and the Volvo have
leather upholstery. Anti-lock
brakes stop the Legend and
164, and are a coming
inclusion for the 740T, but don't
feature at all in the Rover.

PERFORMANCE

Despite tall gearing and an
upright driving paosition high
above ground, the Volva 740
Turbo is one of those cars that
always feels a bit faster than it
is. The Legend, in contrast,
ralls along so apparently eas-
ily that it's often faster than it
feels. Bristling with brio, the
164 feels fast, and is. But for
outright performance, the test
Sterling proved fastest of all ...
in a straight line anyway.

At the test track the Rover
turned in a sparkling perform-
ance against the stop
watches. But there's little
between the comparison quar-
tet's 0-400 figures. The Rover
came home in 17.2, the 164
and Legend in 174, and the
Volvo in 17.6 seconds

The Rover alone got under
10 seconds for 0-100 km/h
acceleration, with the Legend
and 164 close together in the
low 10s, and the Volvo trailing
another second behind. The
disparities were less obvious
but still measurable in the roll-
ing start kickdown tests. Again
the Rover led, the Volvo trailed,
and the Alfa and Honda
fought over middle placings.

We expected less differ-
ence between the Sterling and
Legend because, after all,
they have exactly the same
engine and gearing, and simi-
lar kerb weights. But then
again the Rover's engine was
more fully loosened up with
9000 km on the clock. The
Alfa’s weight, gearing and
engine outputs are very close
to the Honda/Rover duo. The
Volvo has more torque and
less weight than its rivals but
offsets those factors with its
lower power and taller gear-
ing; past experience and cur-
rent test results indicate the
740T is overgeared for the
power, or under-powered for
the gearing. Either way, per-
formance suffers.

Each of the engines is
impressive. The 740T, for
instance, is one of the least

NDA LEGEND

Sweel, refined engine. Very light steering efforl. Superior
1o others in ride and sleering. Suspension mods
over the Rover give it more suppleness, absorbency and
security. Best brakes. Correct alignment of controls

turbo-like turbos in our experi-
ence. Volvo has brought the
peak-torque figure down and
down to a remarkable 2900
rpm, enabling the engine to
feel and respond like a big ‘un.
The delivery starts strong and
stays that way while piling on
anather 2000 or so rpm. Unfor-
tunately, husky flexibility
doesn't translate to raw power
and the 740T never has quite
enough muscle to get on top
of its tall gearing. It really
could use the 16 kW extra
power Volvo wrings out of the
manual version.

The turbo four sounds
rather gruff when working hard
and a bit busy when turning
fast, with never a sporty note
for encouragement. More a flat
Darth Vader-like expiration
from the turbo system when-
ever the throttle snaps shut.
After the novelty wears off, the
persistent wheeze becomes
baring, ultimately annoying.

That's never a problem with
the injected Alfa engine. You're
more liable to find yourself
cracking the window slightly
to better hear the engine's
song and its purposeful
exhaust note. Used gently,
Alfa’'s V& emits only a muted
rustle. Used vigorously it deve-
lops an evocatively urgent
edge and the exhaust goes
into raspy mode; not loud, but
enough to tickle the hairs on
the nape of your neck. It con-
stantly reminds that automatic
or not, this is a sports engine,
Alfa style. Confirmation comes
from the engine's sparkling
spirit. Stir it along with enthusi-
astic intent and you reap its
rewards. Though happy to
plod at low speeds, the 164
prefers to keep busy and is in
its element through the mid-
dling to high speed bands.

To the enduring benefit of
the Legend and Sterling, the
Honda V6 is, if anything, even
sweeter than the Alfa in overall
refinement. Not necessarily
better. Different. As the Ster-
ling's acceleration figures go
to show, the 2.7 is a fast mover
when you crack the whip. And
it also gets a nice, slightly
aggressive note when the
pressure’s on; perhaps slightly
more so in the semi-sporty
Sterling than in the luxury-
laden Legend. But both leave
you in no doubt that the 2.7 V6
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is a beauty.

The three engines’ differ
ences are mirrored in their
transmissions. The 164, for
instance has a new four-
speed unit with lock-up drive
in third and overdrive fourth.
Refreshing these days, this
Alfa auto has no bells and
whistles; it's just a straight
four-speed without extra Sport
andfor Economy modes. On
the road, it's a good one apart
from a slightly heavy kickdown
and the need to use the detent
butten when shifting manually
from Drive to third

The Volvo's four-speed is
also a relatively simple unil
and easy to use; with the
added feature of allowing the
overdrive top gear to be selec-
ted or disengaged at the
touch of a button on the selec-
tor knob. The Legend/Rover
transmission is an electroni-
cally controlled overdrive four-
speed with lock-up on all
except first. Dual range oper-
ation is controlled by a push
button. Use D and the actions
are fully automatic. Move the
selector to S and the push-
button gives two choices — S
and S4. In S mode the trans-
mission excludes top gear
and at part-throttle upshifts
the other three ratios later and
downshifts them earlier.
Switched to 54, the tranny
keeps the “sports” shift-points
but also utilises top gear when
appropriate. Sounds good in
theory, but, frankly, we couldn’t
tell or measure the difference.

FUEL CONSUMPTION
Just as the performance
results were very close for the
164, Legend and Sterling,
there wasn't much between
them in fuel consumption. In
the “besl” category, the order
was Rover, Alfa, Honda. The
Sterling also had the best
“worst” result, with the 164 next
and the Legend thirstiest. The
fuel loop run saw another

change with the 164 most
economical, then the Legend
and the Rover third. And after

more than 600 km of varied
driving conditions, the Alfa
scored the best average from
the Rover then the Honda
These checks indicate that the
164 is slightly more economi-
cal overall, but also show that
the three cars' consumptions
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Slightly quicker in H
noisier than similar Honda. Proficient handling

on normal roads, bul found wanling in the rough. Spring,

damper rates too soft. Fussy inlerior detailing
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are so close that even moder-
ately different driving tech-
nigue and traffic conditions
can easily alter the order.

And the Volvo 740 Turbo?
We aborted the test car's
seemingly very thirsty results
with the discovery of a large
leak that made accurate refill-
ing impossible.

ON THE ROAD

In the Legend, one’s very first
driving impression may well
be to wonder how on earth the
thing can be driven properly
with steering this light. For
parking and low speed
manoeuvring, the wheel can
be twirled with a finger (a
weak one at that) and is com-
pletely devoid of feel. It takes
conscious care to avoid using
too much lock. Once rolling
however, the speed-sensitive
servo system progressively
increases the wheel's weight-
ing and induces some feel. It's
just fine for comfortable cruis-
ing at anything above 60
clicks. With familiarity, you can
appreciate its ease and pre-
cision in normal driving con-
ditions and applaud the light
yet welcome self-centering
effect that allows you to let the
wheel unwind through your fin-
gers when coming out of tight
turns. That also helps give
some life to the wheel which
apart from its variable weight-
ing is almost completely
immune to road trauma. The
Legend tracks straight as an
arrow regardless of longitudi-
nal ridges, and even on very
rough washboard roads
there's no kickback.

Rover has opted for a
slightly smaller wheel and
slightly heavier weighting over
the speed-variable range.
Which makes the effort a little
heavier for parking and a
touch firmer for cruising and
cornering. Like Legend, the
Sterling runs true on straights,
needing little or no attention
along ridges and grooves, and
is wvirtually free from kickback.
There's more rack rattle across
patchy surfaces, but it gels
mixed in with the Rover's
noisier suspension.

The first and lasting
impression of the Alfa's steer-
ing is that it's so, um, tactile
Y'know. Full of feeling. But
mixed feelings. To its credit,

the 164's steering communi-
cates directly with the driver,
keeps him informed. Also,
though Alfa’'s system hasn't
the Legend/Sterling's wide-
ranging variability, the steering
is well weighted for most con-
ditions from parking to cruis-
ing to cornering. It sometimes
feels slower to turn than the
others, perhaps because the
flatter wheel angle means
more arm movement and, we
suspect, because the turning
circle is larger than claimed.
But in all of this the 164's steer-
ing is comparable and com-
petitive. Where the question
mark arises is over the torque
steer. In extreme conditions
such as full throttle perform-
ance runs, the 164's steering
has a mind of its own and
requires earmnest attention as it
tugs at the wheels and weaves
along, using more than its lane
width. However, the problem
rarely manifests itself on the
open road, not so0's you notice,
even when going fairly hard.
Around city and suburbs,
some of our crew thought the
torque steer abnormal, others
didn't. All that was in the dry. In
the wet, it might be a worry.

The Volvo's steering is fairly
good in the sense of being
well weighted for parking and
general driving alike. It doesn’t
provide much feel, but is
reasonably direct and fairly
precise. Its main asset, and a
practical point that puts the
front-drive models to shame, is
in the tightness of its turning
circle. It takes only one easy
swing to do U-ies where the
others need two bites.

The steering is most of the
good news about the 740T's
chassis. In other respects its
dynamics are dated. Certainly,
it handles well when the roads
and conditions don't make try-
ing demands on its suspen-
sion. Even when pushed fairly
hard on moderately rough
roads the Volvo remains
reasonably competent. Safe
and stable yet unrewarding. It
points well through corners,
feels nicely balanced, is very
predictable and easily con-
trolled. But beyond that point
the simple, practical design
begins to feel and show its
age. The ride, which is only
average to begin with,
becomes patchy but at least
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Slowest of quartet. An honest, reliable easily repaired
car. Admirably low lorque peak, very smooth turbo,
Dbut sounds awful. Tight turning circle handy, otherwise
chassis dynamics are dated and outclassed
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still feels better than it sounds
Given any sort of hard time,
the body flexes, drums, and
squeaks like a cheapie. The
live rear axle's limitations are
soon obvious for in spite of
Vaolvo's unique location link-
age, the tail skitters nervously
on bumps and corrugations.
This system is a relic totally out
of kilter for a car of the Volvo's
class and cost.

The Alfa's body feels as
tight as the Volvo's is loose.
Regardless of conditions, the
164 seems all of a piece, hewn
from a single billet. The ride is
by far the firmest of the four,
but among the most comfor-
table. It works because the
suspensions are properly
located, well sprung, well
damped and have enough
travel to cope with all but the
roughest surfaces. Sweeping,
winding roads that let the dri-
ver and 164 get a rhythm
going are pure pleasure.
Complemented by the finely
responsive chassis, handling
varies from mild understeer to
virtually neutral attitude, with
even a touch of line-tightening
back-off oversteer for the skil-
led. But mostly you just think it
through the corners.

The Rover's chassis per-
forms very well on good roads
where it rides well and corners
proficiently to give an enjoy-
able drive. But in those con-
ditions it flalters to deceive
because as soon as the going
gets a bit rough its suspension
and handling are found want-
ing. The 2.7-litre version dis-
pensed with the 2.5's self-
levelling rear suspension in
favour of conventional struts.
But both ends still feel too soft
in the springing and much too
soft in the damping. Big
bumps cause the front end to
crash through very loudly, with
a harshness indicative of inad-
equate suspension control
and travel, as though there's
too much unsprung mass. The
rear end adds to the problems
in bump and roll for the tail
walks around as the wheels
change camber and toe
angles during their travels,

The Legend proves that
there’s ample potential for
improvement in the shared
chassis. It handles, corners
and rides better than the Ster-
ling; feels more secure on the
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road; also is tighter and
quieter in the body. Since they
are structurally similar in the
chassis and front-end, it would
seem the difference is owed
mainly to the spring/damper
rates and the respective rear
suspensions. There's no doubt
that the Honda has more
supple and absorbent sus-
pension than the Rover. More
comfortable than the Volvo
and Alfa too. While the Legend
can't command quite the
same sheer cornering and
handling qualities as the Alfa
164, it's not far behind in that
respect and comes out ahead
in ride and steering.

The Legend also tops the
poll for brakes. Supported by
an efficient anti-lock system,
the Honda's four-wheel discs
have ample stopping power
and give consistent results
even with successive hard
stops. Add a progressive
pedal with moderate travel
and you have a braking sys-
tem that instils confidence.
Here as in the suspension, the
Rover suffers by comparison.
Its pedal is higher and harder
than the Honda's and they're
not quite as sure or nice to
use. Besides that, Rover
doesn't see fit to include an
anti-lock system. Alfa includes
anti-lock as standard on the
164. Smooth and consistent in
operation, the brakes hauled
the 164 down from high speed
time and again without notice-
able deterioration. The only
quirk was a slightly spongy
pedal with a bit more travel
than usual. The Volvo 740T still
has standard four-wheel discs,
albeit good ones that never
give cause for secend thought
when hard stops are needed
A well placed and finely pro-
gressive pedal completes the
picture. By mid year the 740T
will boast an ALB system, too.

ACCOMMODATION
In this class the In thing is
leather seats with cther trim of
matching vinyl or whatever.
Very nice, too, as the Volvo,
Sterling and Legend reveal
Alfa offers leather as a $2400
option for the 164 but almost
equally attractive is the slan-
dard velour upholstery with
herringbone pattern inserts.
The cars' front seals vary
from good to very good in sup-

PRICES AND OPTIONS ALFA HONDA ROVER VOLVO
Mako,model Alla Flomea 164 Honda Legend Rover 827 Volvo740T
Price: basle §62,000 $56,300 556,020 $62,620

astested $62,800 $58,300 58,940 $67.000+

ENGINE

Ve, 6, 73 " inline d-cyl.

aloyheadsandblock  alloy heads andblock  alloy heads andblock  alloy heads, iron block
Induction electronic injection i J electronic injection
Valves sohox 2, 12-valve sahc x 2, 24-valve sohc x 2, 24-valve sonc, B-valve
Bore x stroke (mm) 93 %726 87x75 87x75 96 x80
Capacily (itres) 2959 2675 2675 2.136
Compression ratio (:1) 9.0 90 9.0 87
Max. power: kW @ rpm 132 @ 5600 128 @ 6000 128 @ 6000 119@5000
Max, torgue: Nm & rpm 245 @ 4000 225 @ 4500 221 @ 4500 263 @ 2900
Fedine 5900 6400 8400 ) 6000

TRANSMISSION Fou F D! Fe

Gear ratios (kmvh per 1000 rpm)
First 258 (10.0) 264(102) 264(10.2) 2.45 (12.7)
Second — 1a1(ea) 156(173) 1.56(17.3) 145(21.5)
Third 1.00(25.9) 105 (25.6) 1.05(25.6) 1.00(31.3)
Fourth 0.74(35.0) 0.79(33.8) 0.79 (33.8) 0.69(45.4)
Final drive 427 4.26 426 ars

CHASSIS Unltary, stesl Unitary, steel Unitary, steel Unitary, steel
Drive front front front frant
Suspension — front struts, cails, anti-roll . coils, anti- coils, anti- slruts, cails, anti-roll

bar roll bar roll bar bar
Suspension rear siruts, coils, anti-roll coils, anli- siruts, coils, anti-roll live axle, locating links,
bar roll bar bar coils, Panhard bar
Steering power rack and pinion power rack and pinion powar rack and pinion power rack and pinion
Turns lock to lock 32 3.3 33 34
Turning circla (m) 10.8 110 11 99
Brakes - rontirear servosd ALB discs/discs  sarvoed ALB disce/discs  servoed discs/discs servaed discs/discs
Tyres - size 205/55 VA15 205/60/R15 90H 195/85VR15 195/65R15 91H
Tyras— maka, model Pirolli PA000 Michelin MXV Micheiin MXV Pirelli PG00
Kerb mass (lg) 1470 1440 1465 1393
Fuel tank (iitres) 70 68 68 a2

BODY Four-door sedan Four-door sedan Four-door sedan Four-door sedan
Claimed Cd 0.305 042 0.32 NA
Wheelbase (mm) 2660 2760 2760 27170
Track frontirear 1515/1488 1500/1460 1490/1450 147011460
Length 4555 4845 4893 4790
Width 1760 1750 1730 1750
Hoight 1400 1390 1400 110
They're not worlds
aparl in perlormance,
but on the open road
differences are
marked

port and comfort. The Alfa’s
backrest, for instance, got the
crew's vote for most comfort,
best lumbar adjustment and
most lateral support. But the
Alfa’s cushion finished second
to the Rover’'s which, despite
lacking tilt adjustment, is the
most deeply dished and offers
best under-thigh support. The
Volvo's front seats are just
seats to sit on rather than in;
reasonably comfortable but
nothing special except that
the electric cushion can
defrost your derriere. Like
Volvo, Rover gives the driver a
manual seat, but with height
adjustment only. The Honda
combines manual tilt with
electric fore-aft and backrest
rake adjustments while Alfa
does all three electrically.

With a cowl even lower than
the Legend and Sterling, the
Alfa gives splendidly expans-
ive forward field of view. It also
presents an impressive array
of instruments with speedo
and tacho on top, four gauges
in a row beneath. The white on
grey dials are large and
legible. Pity that the anti-glare
lens glares, and that the trip
meter is hidden by the steer-
ing wheel boss.

The Volvo preserves the old
high-dash design which can
be seen over only by lifting the
seat to full height. The Volvo
reads well, too, with simple
white on black faces and red
needles. The central speedo
is flanked by a tachometer
and matching (large) ana-
logue clock. Unfortunately, the
test car's small accessory
wheel completely obscured
the upper (battery and turbo
boost) gauges.

Legend instrumentation is
basic hut balanced with the
speedo flanked by a tacho
and another dial housing the
fuel and coolant temperature
gauges as well as warning
symbols. Bonus points go to
the super-size trip meter.

Where the Volvo, Alfa and
Honda show how instrumen-
tation should be done, the
Sterling shows how it
shouldn't. Deary, deary, a tri-
umph for stylisation over func-
tion and camprehension.
Definitely not reader friendly,
the speedo and tacho are
averlapping semi circles with
the speedo’s arc illogically

marked in 30 km/h increments.
The four gauges have horizon-
tal scales above and below
clock-hand needles. Not
clever, just confusing.

Minor controls? Here, too,
the Rover suffers fussy design
with itty-bitty switches and,

shock horror, left-hand drive
column stalks; that is, with the
turn indicator on the left, so
you can't use it while shifting
gears or operating the
handbrake. Yes, Volvo and
Alfa have the same layout (as
do many other Euro-built RHD

cars), but they're wrong, too.
Ask Mercedes if you don't
believe us. Positioning
excepted, the wiper stalks in
the Alfa, Volvo and Rover get
marks for knock-on operation,
whereas the Legend (with its
stalks correctly orientated)

PERFORMANCE ALFA HONDA ROVER
Speedo corrections
Speedo kmvh 60 Trua kivh 56 60 &0 62
a0 76 B 79 81
100 % 99 97 100
120 BT 119 nur 120
Top speeds km/h @ rpm Drive
First gaar 56 @ 5600 B1 @ BO0O 58 @ 5800 85 @ 5100
Second 108 @ 5800 104 G 6000 100 @ 5800 114 @ 5300
Third 153 @ 5900 153 @ 6000 148 @ 5600 166 @ 5300
Fourth 206 @ 5900 202 @ 6000 202 @ 6000 204 @ 4500
Top speeds km/h & rpm Held
First gaar 59 @ 5300 65 @ 6400 85 @ 8400 75 (@ 5000
Second 108 @ 5900 110 G 6400 110 6400 127 i@ 5900
Third 153 f 5800 164 @ 6400 164 ( 6400 184 @ 5300
time, seconds) Drive
Standing start to 60 km/h 49 48 43 5.1
80 kmih 77 75 6.5 77
100 kmi/n 10.2 10.1 94 1
120 ki 1441 14.3 135 16,6
400 matres 174 174 17.2 176
Rolling start (kickdown)
40-70 km 3.0 a1 28 20
60-0 kmh 38 AT a5 43
80-110km/h 48 4.7 45 B1
100-130 kmvh 69 ] 2] 7.0 [T
FUEL CONSUMPTION iitres/100 km (mpg) g
Best ontest 12.34 (22.9) 13.26 (21.3) 1213(23.3) “a00 toxd
‘Warst on test 14.70(19.2) 15.7B(17.9) 14.54(19.4) 500 031
WHEELS fuel loop (83 km) 9.65(29.2) 11.03(25.6) 11.39(24.8)
Overall average 12.81(22.0) 14.75(19.1) 13.85(20.4) “a0a tox)
Min. range (worst x tank) 475 430 485 a0 loxt
Tost distance (km) w0 640 625 R
SOUND LEVEL BA .
idia 76 &7 B4 n
0-100 km/h peak 89 90 50 "
steady 60 kmih 87 87 88 a7
steady 110 km/h 88 90 a1 R i
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poersists with the less
ergonomic rotary wiper con-
trol. Then there's the electric
windows. The Volvo and Rover
have simple rocker switches
identified only by position.

all with identically corrugated
faces, 20 of them identical in
size and shape. It's as neat as
can be, and blends superbly
with the interior design. But

The Alfa's main switch panel  without the symbols you'd be
Is a bit daunting at first. Onthe  lost. Alfa’s struck that problem
vertical console or plinth  with the fuel filler release, obvi-
above the fold-down sound ously The push-button release

system cover are 22 switches,

is almost out of sight on the
steering column. Since it's too
late to shift the button, they've
added an arrow decal farther
up the column to paint you in
the right direction. Ah, ltalia.
Actually, you might find the
Legend fuel cover release a
bit elusive too, until it's spotted
on the underside of the driv-
er's armrest. An anti-theft mas-
ter switch is in the lockable
glovebox. The Honda's heat,
vent and other such controls
are easiest to understand and
use. The fact that the Volvo
740T will get normal air con-
ditioning when the anti-lock
brake system arrives is a
blessing. The existing system
is a hassle because if you
don't want the auto control,
there’s only two fan speeds
(fast and flat out), and no
choice of "‘fresh’ or
“recirculate”. And if you don't
want air-conned air, the only

DIMENSIONS interior (mm) ALFA HONDA ROVER VOLvO
Dashto rear seat 1800 1780 1680 1670
Driver's seat 1o wheel (minmax) 520720 480I670 5001650 490/680
Driver's saat 1o pedals {min/max) 330520 3500860 3505530 350520
Rear knoeroom (min/max) 1301380 225420 265/400 2101390
Shoulder width, front 1300 1350 1350 a0
Shoulder width, rear 1290 1360 1355 1425
Front cushion depth 510 480 500 500
Front cushion height (min/max) 270310 2501280 2951325 230280
Roaroushiondepth 480 450 500 450
Flear cushion haight 320 30 200 350
Boot T i
Floor length (seat up) 1040 e a50 1020 700
Floor length (seat down) port - o port
Floor widih (min/max) 9801050 76011560 84011350 103041630
Fioorto lid 525 450 470 470
Opaning depth (minfmax) 470/520 490600 480500 670
Opening width (min/max) 12851330 12301270 125011300 1380
Liptalid 750 890 770
Loading height (lip 1o ground) 810 =5 725 850

SERVICE & PARTS
Warranty 12/unii "~ 24nnimiled 24/uni 12uniimited
Insurance’ 2191 1252 1193 1783
Major service intorvals 20,000 20,000 10,000 10,000
Minimum cost® 250 180 NA 120
Hopincoment parts {inc tax)

Front bumper {tac 767 ar7 489 513
Front mudguard 401 254 260 407
Gile 45 237 54 T
Hoadiight assembly 304 280 i 289
Taillight assembly 146 =, 98 212 240
Windscroon (laminated) 546 545 268 389
Exhaust systom (inc.cat.con) 2480 2138 3277 2170
Frontdlsc pads (set) 5 162 151 140 134
Radiator 56 937 490 255
A fitor olomant T 3 % 56 3

197 27 202 126

from the GIO based 2560 per cent No Claim, In Sydney. *Sarvice cost based an ssl fee or set fime plus

N p
rouline parts and materials.

The end decision on
what car lo choose
depends on whether
it is heart

or head-based

way to get fresh ambient
intake is to lower the windows.
All four models offer “fairly”
to “very" roomy rear seats, with
width enough for three at a
pinch but best suited to two
because the centre sections,
with the folding armrest and
all, isn't the best pew in town.
Bootspace ranges from
generous to cavernous.
Though the Legend and Rover
are competitive in overall lug-
gage capacity, the Alfa has

the longest and deepest boot,
the Volvo the widest. But
where the others have fairly
flat floors, the Volvo's is highly
irregular. The Sterling has the
lowest loading lip, but you
have to mind the lid which
doesn't open very wide.

CONCLUSIONS
Fourth and third are easy.
Volvo and Raver. The 740T fin-
ished last on this list because
it's an old design that's plainly
outclassed in this class. A very
honest car, it may well be a
good thing to own, maintain
and repair, but not to drive.
Incidentally, we lost count of
the people who stopped,
looked and remarked — a red
Volvo! Didn't know Volvos
came in that colour, and with a

EQUIPMENT/FEATURES ALFA HONDA ROVER VOLVO
v - standard O - optional x - notincluded NG = no charge s SLAR T
Automatic transmission e v 0 ¥
Multi-mode auto P v ¥ 5 v
Powar steering v ¥ v [

‘At conditioning v v v v
Alloy wheels v v v v
Eleciric windows v v WIS v
Electric mirrors ¥ v v v
Elactric antenna v v concaaled = v
Cruise control X v X X
Central Locking v v ¥ A v
Elac 1) x X X X
Sunrool (manual, elec.) x§1900 aloc slec x
Metallic paint 0$800 ¥ 4 0$620 05000
Anti-lock brakes v v x x
Teim tviny, tabric, lsathar) velour loather lsather loathor
Steer whesl heghtireach ad). Vi vix vix i
Driv. adj. vvelec vvelec vix %
Driv.lumber adj. v v v v
Headrost adj, v v v x
Falding r.seat backrest skl porl x x xskipot
Cantre armres! (Irontrear) v v 1058 v
Rearblind v T x v o812
Tachomeler r v v e v
Gauges -

uel v v v v
Goolant temp v v v VR
ol prossure v % v x
batiery/volts v x % v v
Headlight washiwips x 7 W x v
Headlight beam ad. Y x h x X x
Femate fuel cover v Ll Eeh x
Aemate boot release v v v X
Overhead assist handles v v v v
Map light v v v [
Boatlight v W v v
Intermiftent wipers v v v v
Clock (digitalanalogue) digital digital digital analogue
Caralam x X X Z o
Driver's footrast v v % x
Sound system

Anti-thoft x x v x
Starea AM-FM v v v v
Sesk scan v v v v
Speakers 4 4 4
Cassetle v 14 v v
Auto rawind v . v v
Dolby v v % x
Metal v v v v
Search x v v X
Other ltems illur, vanity master iock boot neated mirrors heatad f. cushions

graphic squaliser

wing at the back! Or those
who spotted the cellular
phone and reckoned the car
was the right colour and
shape for a phone box

The Sterling finishes third
because it's a more modern
and better all round design
than the Volvo, but not quite up
to the Legend and 164. The
Sterling drops points due to its
ill-sorted suspension, fussy
interior detailing and shortfalls
in equipment level

Now the hard part. The
Legend is a relatively con-
servative car, quite unassum-
ing in some ways. Though
rarely outstanding, it does
most things very well indeed
It's smooth, proficient and
patently luxurious. But after
driving and testing them in
convoy, it's clear the new Alfa
164 is endowed with a rare
and special flair. Externally it
has presence; internally it has
style. And the driving — mama

mia! To hurry the 164 along an
open winding road is to
experience driving as it's
meant to be. But then back in
the real world there’s the tor-
que steer and a few other
quibbles. They're mostly minor,
but enough to make us pause
.. and pick the Honda

The heart protests that the
Alfa is the best drive, but the
head says the Legend is the
best package, the best value,
the best buy. .
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