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Introduction

Welcome as the owner of a new Sterling.

Your Sterling is manufactured by Austin Rover
Group Limited. Austin Rover Cars of North
America (ARCONA\) is the importer of the
Sterling and should you require further
information on the car, or on the contents of
this Owner’s Manual, please contact:

The Customer Relations Office
Austin Rover Cars of North America
8953 N.W. 23 Street,

Miami, Florida 33172

This Owner's Manual is designed with the
same care as your Sterling, to help you drive
safely and with pleasure and will supply the
information on the care and attention
necessary to maintain the reliability and
economy we have designed into the car.

The first part of this Owner's Manual tells you
how to operate the controls, switches and
accessories and gives the necessary
information on driving and using the car.

The second part of this Owner's Manual gives
a full summary of the maintenance required by
your Sterling, together with instructions, if
appropriate, on how to do it and the time
intervals at which it should be done.

Certain items require special equipment and
expert knowledge which the average owner
will not possess and these items should be
entrusted to your Sterling Dealer, particularly
during the warranty period.

The third part of this Owner’s Manual contains
consumer information and gives instructions
on how to do minor repairs. Your Sterling
Dealer will undertake this work for you, or if
you are able and willing, and have the right
tools, you can do it yourself.

Printed on the back cover of this Owner’s
Manual, for quick reference, you will find
information you may require when calling at a
service station.

Carefully read this Owner's Manual from cover
to cover. While no guide can anticipate every
possible driving condition, it should always be
kept handy for easy reference. i

This Owner’s Manual should be considered as
part of the car and should remain with it when
the car is sold, to provide the next owner with
important information on operating, safety,
and maintenance.

For the protection of yourself and others and
the longer service life of your car please heed
the instructions carefully. Particular attention
must be paid to the WARNINGS

and CAUTIONS that are given throughout
this Owner's Manual in the following form:

WZEGINIIEH Procedures which must
be followed precisely to help avoid the
risk of personal injury.

CAUTION: Procedures which must be
followed precisely to reduce the
possibility of damage to the vehicle and
resultant risk of personal injury or
inconvenience.

Note: This calls attention to methods which
make a job easier to perform.

The vehicle specification may vary according
to market requirements and from model to
maodel. The manufacturers reserve the right
to alter specifications with or without notice
at any time. The policy of constant product
improvement by the manufacturers may
involve major or minor changes to the vehicle
specification.

While every effort is made to ensure
accuracy of the particulars contained in this
Owner’s Manual, no liabilities for
inaccuracies or the consequences thereof
can be accepted by the manufacturer,
ARCONA or your Sterling Dealer who
supplied the Owner’'s Manual.

Children—general precautions |

Accidents and injury may_
be caused by unsupervised children
operating many of the controls and
switches fitted to your Sterling car.

To prevent child induced accidents or
personal injury DO NOT leave children
inside the vehicle without adult
supervision.
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Controls & Operating

CONTROLS, INSTRUMENTS AND
SWITCHES

]

|

Coin tray

Driver's vent

I'ront seat isolator switch*

Crulse control isolator switch

Lighting and turn signal switch
Intiument panel

Mo

lnition/starter switch and steering lock

Wi wanhar switch

Inatiument dimmer control

W s e feoaiver unit
Haatot/alr nonditioning controls

EEIRE vie

14.
15}
16.
1.

19
20.
21,
22.
23
24,
26.
26.

Hood release lever

Vanity mirror illumination switch
Passenger's vent

Passenger’s window switch
Head restraint

Door mirror switch

Window control switches

Rear window and rear seat* isolator switch
Fuel filler door release lever
Trunk lid release lever

Trunk lid interior release lock
Seat lumbar switches*

Steering column adjustment locking lever

27,
28.
29.

30.
SHls
32.

33.
34.
36,
36.
37

Cruise control switches.
Radio/cassette player

Trip computer and Vehicle Condition
Monitor*

Automatic gear selector dimmer control*
Front ashtray and cigar lighter

Gear selector lever—automatic
transmission

Handbrake

Driver’s seat control®
Seat memory buttons*
Passenger’s seat buttons*
Electric sun roof switch

Rear ash tray and cigar lighter*

If equipped




General Data

GENERALDATA

Engine

Ignition

Electrical

Wheels and tires

Capacities
(approximate)

Capacity ...... 2494 cm?® 162.191in3

Firing order . 1-4-2-5-3-6

IR BEEEEd Lot R o sy ko snamsssasy 720 + B0 rev/min

Exhaust gas CO content at engine idle speed............... 0.1% max. (hot)

Ignition system Breakerless distributor

SPArk DI i b st s 182 182000 16 {equivalent to BCPRBE-11) or
182 182000 18 (equivalent to Q20PR-U11)

Gap s R N IENE Tl e e s 1.00mm 0.040in

Circuit voltage and polarity ... 12V negative (-) ground

Battery type ............. L e i sl bbb e ks 12 V Low maintenance
Wheel size
Regular road wheel ..., 6Jx 15in
Compact road wheel .... 4Jx 16in
Road wheel nut torque.......... T 72Nm, b3 Ibf ft, 8.2 kgf m
Tire size:
Regular road Wheels .........ccccoocoioiiiiniccne 195/66—VR 16 Steel braced radial
Campactspare Wheellliili . i mesrsorsmessmn sz 125/80R-16
Minimum DOT tire grades (marked on
side wall of the tire):
T RO AC WG AT o o s s e s 140
Traction A
Temperature A

Tire pressures: see SERVICE STATION DATA on the rear cover of this Owner’s Manual

0] AT e cast s Pl A s i T S S 17 US gal 64 liter
Engine refill and filter change 4.8US qt 4.5 liter
Manual transmission refill............ 2.3USqgt 2.2 liter
Automatic transmission refill o Bi4lUsagt 3.2 liter
Cooling system refill capacity « ‘9.8USat 9.25 liter
AN S B T B S BTN O o bbb sissomamassenmnsis b SRS 2.9US gt 2.75 liter
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General Data

T
Dimensions Ovearallhalight®errmsreias s w0 e, o 1.393m 41t 67%in
QOverall width.............. 1.95m B ft 47%in
QOveralllength............. 4.796m 15 ft 8%in
Ground clearance ....... 145 mm 5% in
Wheelbase............. b ULl e s 2.759m 9 ft5/8in
Turning circle {gUrB 1o CURDY i essmm it 11.1m 36ft5in
Track: Front 1.49m 4ft 10% in
Rear 1.45m 4ft9 1/8in

Wheel alignment:
Parallel = 0° &’
0° 10’ + 0° 4' each wheel

* at curbside weight

Weights Curbside (full fuel tank without optional fittings)
B2BE —NARUAL . e b SR 1435 kg 3164 1b
—Automatic 1460 kg 3197 b
825SL—Manual................. 1460kg 32191b
—Automatic.......coco.... 1475kg 3252 1b
Gross vehicle weight rating 1890kg 4165 1b
Gross axle weight rating:

Front s 1025kg 2260 1b
Rear 1940 1b

Max. roof rack weight (distributed) 154 1b

116




Fuel

Engine oil

Tire
pressures
{cold)

STERLING 8258 & 825SL

Grade
Octane

Tank capacity

SERVICE STATION DATA

Regular—UNLEADED
Anti-knock index of 86 or higher as calculated using the
Cost of Living Council Formula (equal to 91 RON or higher).

CAUTION: Serious damage to the engine may occur if
leaded fuel or a lower octane number fuel than that
recommended is used.

17 US gal 64 liters

Grade 10W/30

Filling Maintain level between lower and upper marks on the dipstick.
Quantity to raise level from lewer to upper— 1 US gt, 1 liter

kPa Ibf/in?

Road wheels

All loads— Front 205 30

travelling at speeds up to ‘ Rear 195 28

100 mph, 160 km/h

All loads— Front 260 38

when speed in excess of Rear 250 36

100 mph, 160 km/h

Compact spare wheel*

All conditions 415 60

*Use of this wheel is restricted, see ‘Repairs and Replacements—Compact
Spare Wheel and Tire’

AKM 5945—4th Edition




